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Olivet  College  has  issued  a  number  of  educationai  bulletins.  A  list  of  the  recent 
numbers  is  given  below.  In  the  present  number  we  take  pleasure  in  reprinting,  by 
uermi<5sion.  from  the  College  Magazine  of  New  York,  City,  a  iiistoA'ical  article__r>ir  01i"^t 
College  from  the  pen  of  Frank  H.  Foster,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  History  in  Olivet  College. 
This  sketch  will  be  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  not  only  by  the  Alumni  of  the 
college,  but  also  by  that  wider  public  that  is  interested  in  the  progress  of  education 
throughout  the  United  States. 


Adolescence — President  E.  G.  Lancaster. 

Food  and  Drink,  or  the  Hygiene  of  Feeding — Prof.  Samuel  Rittenhouse. 

The  Genesis  of  the  Law  of  Gravity— Prof.  John  C.  Shedd. 

The    Educational    Value    of    Chemistry    and    Allied    Sciences — Prof.    W.    S. 

Leavenworth. 
The  Physical  Basis  of  Vitality  and  Efficiency— President  E.  G.  Lancaster. 
A  Bugbear  of  Economics — Prof.  H.  A.  Miller. 
Eifect  of  German  Educational  Philosophy  upon  American  Universities— Prof. 

Frank  H.  Foster. 
A  Historical  Sketch  of  Olivet  College— Prof.  Frank  H.  Foster. 


Any  of  the  above  may  be  had  on  application  to  Olivet  College,   Olivet,   Mich. 
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Historical  Sketch  of  Olivet  College 


Frank  Hugh  Foster,  Ph.D. 


The  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  was  a  time  of  the  conscious 
founding  of  institutions.  Americans 
anticipated  the  future  in  various  di- 
rections and  sought  to  provide  for  it. 
Particularly  was   this   true   in   the   re- 


ing  to  provide  for  the  religious  and 
social  development  of  the  great  Mis- 
sissippi Valley,  was  a  humble  minister 
of  Elyria,  Ohio,  John  J.  Shipherd.  He 
first  founded  Oberlin  College  in  the 
year    1833,   and   after   eleven   years   of 
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ligious  and  educational  departments  of 
life.  Great  societies  were  founded  and 
colleges  established  which  today  are 
among  our  principal  institutions. 

Among      farsighted,      statesmanlike 
men  anticipating  the  future  and  seek- 


varied  and  successful  service  there,  began 
to  look  farther  west  for  suitable  places  to 
found  similar  institutions.  Michigan 
was  at  that  time  nearly  destitute  of  the 
higher  institutions  of  learning.  Ef- 
forts to  found  colleges  had  proved  fail- 
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ures.  Those  which  resulted  ultimately 
in  the  present  magnificent  University 
of  Michigan  were  hardly  begun.  In 
1843,  therefore,  Shipherd  came  to 
Michigan   to  seek  the  place  in  which 


upon  the  slenderest  resources.  But  it 
grew  in  favor  and  in  strength.  The 
spirit  of  pioneers  was  in  this  com- 
munity. It  could  not  be  discouraged. 
At  one  time,  indeed,  the  question  was 
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lo  found  a  college  like  Oberlin,  and  in 
._i[^ebruary,  1844,  a  colony^  was  brought 
by  him  from  Oberlin  and  iv  settlement 
made  on  the  present  site  of  the  village 
of  Olivet.     The  summer  was  spent  in 


seriously  raised  whether  the  enterprise 
were  not  a  failure  and  the  suggestion 
was  made  that  it  might  be  well  to  re- 
turn to  Ohio.  But  Carlos  Reed,  a  plain 
farmer,  said  he  had  not  come  to  Michi- 
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preparation.  In  the  fall  the  founder 
died,  but  in  December  the  school  was 
opened  and  the  work  was  prosecuted 
amid  the  greatest  discouragements  and 


gan   to  go   back.     The   colony  rallied. 
This  question  was  never  again  raised. 
The  early  efforts  to  organize  the  in- 
stitution as  a  college  failed,  because  of 
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the  hostility  of  the  jniblic  j)olicy  to 
such  enterprises.  It  was  i)roposed  to 
concentrate  public  effort  upon  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  University.  The 
young-  college  was  therefore  for  a  long 
time  a  mere  school.  But  on  December 
ol,  1858,  taking-  advantage  of  the  gen- 
eral law  for  the  organization  of  corpor- 
ations, it  organized  as  a  college,  and  the 
following  fall  began  the  regular  in- 
struction of  such  an  institution.  But, 
no  sooner  had  it  been  begun,  than  the 
college  was  almost  extinguished  by  the 
great  war  which  broke  out  in  the  year 
1861  and  which  hurried  the  young  men 
of  our  colleges  to  the  battlefield.  In 
'03  the  first  class  was  graduated ;  but 


Dartmouth  and  the  founder  of  three 
American  colleges.  Under  him  Par- 
sons Hall,  the  men's  dormitory,  was 
built  and  the  President's  house,  now 
Music  Hall.  So  great  an  impulse  had 
he  given  to  every  good  work  that  when 
he  withdrew  to  found  another  college 
in  Springfield,  Mo.,  the  good  work 
went  on  even  in  the  interim,  and  a  be- 
ginning was  made  of  what  has  now  be- 
come one  of  the  best  working  biologi- 
cal museums  in  the  West. 

Under  President  Butterfield  (1875- 
92)  came  the  greatest  material  develop- 
ment of  the  college,  by  the  addition  of 
Mather  Hall  for  science,  the  rebuild- 
ing of  Shipherd  Hall  which  had  been 
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it  was  composed  of  three  women.  Not 
until  1867  did  a  man  graduate  from  the 
college.  Biit  from  that  time  on  the 
succession  of  complete  classes  has  been 
continuous. 

The  early  material  development  of 
the  college  was  pursued  under  great 
difficulties.  The  first  building  had  not 
been  completely  finished  when  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire ;  but  it  was  rebuilt, 
and  the  courage  of  the  community  was 
so  great,  that  when  the  time  had  come 
for  the  building  of  a  ladies'  dormitory, 
it  w^as  built  in  brick  substantially  as  it 
now  stands.  The  lead  in  this  develop- 
ment was  taken  by  President  Nathan 
J.   Morrison    (1860-72),   a   graduate  of 


gutted  by  fire,  the  erection  of  the  li- 
brary, the  building  of  the  fine  men's 
society  halls,  and  the  laying  of  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  the  college  and  village 
church.  The  principal  part  of  the 
existing  endowment  was  also  gathered 
in  that  presidency. 

Meantime  village  and  college  had 
been  progressing  together  in  other  re- 
spects. Eminent  men  had  come  to  en- 
gage in  the  work  of  instruction  and 
had  sometimes  throv^n  their  lot  in 
permanently  with  the  new  institution, 
and  sometimes  yielded  to  calls  to  other 
fields  of  apparently  greater  usefulness. 
"There  were  giants  in  those  days." 
The    number    of    students    had    been 
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greatly  increasing,  until  at  the  close 
of  President  Butterfield  i  administra- 
tion a  class  of  twenty-six  persons  could 
be  graduated.     The  broad  main  street 


aration   for   the    duties   of   active   life. 
The  details  of  the  policy  of  the  in- 
stitution were  determined  by  the  prac- 
tical call  which  existed  for  the  institu- 


of  the  village  was  becoming  beautiful,      tion.    Hence  it  was  that  at  one  time  the 
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and  a  group  of  business  places,  stores, 
and  factories  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
balanced  the  colleo'e  at  its  to^.  The 
policy  of  the  institution  was  settled 
and  it  was  a  college  of  high  ideals,  of 
good    scholarship,   of   strong   religious 


preparatory  department  of  the  institu- 
tion, with  which  alone  it  had  begun, 
received  a  development  which  carried 
the  number  of  students  to  about  four 
hundred.  But  the  development  of  ex- 
cellent   high    schools    throughout    the 
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purpose  and  vigorous  religious  life, 
where  any  man  or  woman  of  any  race 
possessing  good  character  and  firmness 
of  purpose  might  be  sure  of  a  welcome 
and  of  certainly  finishing  a  sound  prep- 


state  eventually  rendered  this  depart- 
ment a  superfluity,  and  it  has  now  been 
discontinued.  To  the  extent  of  its 
powers  Olivet  early  determined  to 
make  its  equipment  of  the  best.     Its 
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library,  therefore,  was  leathered  not  by 
soliciting  iniscellaneous  gifts  of  out- 
worn volumes,  but  by  purchase,  and  it 
has  now  one  of  the  best  college  libra- 
ries in  the  country,  containing  some- 
what more  than  33,000  volumes.  Un- 
der President  Sperry  (1893-1904)  the 
apex  of  college  attendance  was  reach- 
ed. 

President  Lancaster's  administration 
has  been  distinguished  by  the  develop- 
ment of  the  courses  of  study  and  the 
teaching  force.  Modern  courses,  psy- 
chology, etc.,  have  been  added  and  the 
curriculum  adjusted  to  the  modern 
epoch.  The  modern  spirit  breathes 
throughout  the  whole  institution.  The 
leading  teachers  have  been  drawn  from 
the  graduates  of  the  great  universities 
of  Germany  and  our  own  country,  and 
while  no  great  step  in  building  has  re- 
cently been  taken,  the  college  is  ready 
for  a  large  advance  and  prepared  to 
utilize  to  their  full  value  whatever  gifts 
the  generosity  of  farseeing  friends  of 
education  may  provide.  It  already 
possesses  a  plant  of  about  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  value.  Its  present 
attendance  is  about  two  hundred  fifty 
students,  women  slightly  more  numer- 
ous than  men. 

No  sketch  of  the  history  of  a  col- 
lege, even  so  brief  a  one  as  this,  would 
be  in  any  degree  perfect  did  it  not  con- 
vey some  conception  of  the  spirit  of  the 
institution  and  the  nature  of  its  actual 
product.  Perhaps  the  spirit  of  Olivet 
might   be    summarized    in    the    phrase 


"self-effacing  service."  Its  graduates 
arc  to  be  found  very  largely  in  com- 
paratively humble  places  where  the 
need  of  faithful  labor  is  more  evident 
than  its  reward.  Many  from  the  be- 
ginning have  been  teachers  in  public 
schools,  in  colleges,  in  universities. 
Many  have  been  physicians  lost  in  the 
exacting  labors  of  practise  of  which  the 
world  naturally  can  know  little.  A 
considerable  number  have  been  minis- 
ters of  the  gospel  and  missionaries  of 
the  Cross.  A  very  considerable  num- 
ber have  risen  to  be  presidents  of  col- 
leges and  ministers  of  important  chur- 
ches, some  of  them  have  obtained  con- 
siderable wealth  in  business,  and  some 
have  risen  to  public  office  and  high 
station.  But  in  almost  every  case  the 
promotiiqtn  of  Olivet  men  has  been  the 
result  of  iheir  manifest  efficiency.  The 
eye  of  the ,  Olivet  man  has  been  on 
his  work,  noVon  his  own  personal  ad- 
vantage. And  this  is  the  meaning  of 
the  phrase  ''self-effacing  service." 

Prophecy  is  a  dangerous  effort  for 
the  human  mind,  but  if  we  know  the 
future  by  the  past  to  any  considerable 
and  reliable  degree,  it  may  confidently 
be  expected  that  as  Bowdoin  and  Am- 
herst and  Williams  and  Dartmouth 
and  Yale  and  Harvard  have  become  the 
glory  of  New  England,  so  Olivet, 
founded  in  much  the  same  way  and 
moulded  with  much  the  same  struggles 
as  they,  will  be  one  of  the  glories  of 
future  Michigan  and  of  the  Middle 
West. 
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OLIVET  COLLEGE  HEATING  PLANT. 

As  this  bulletin  is  being  put  through  the  press,  the  pre- 
liminary fires  are  being  started  under  the  two  100-horse- 
power  boilers  of  the  heating  plant  at  Olivet  College.  The 
following  description  is  given  of  the  installation  in  order 
that  the  friends  of  Olivet  College  may  know  that  the  long- 
hoped  for  central  heating  plant  is  now  an  actuality. 

The  specifications  for  the  entire  plant,  drawn  by  Mr. 
F.  F.  Van  Tuyl,  Consulting  Engineer  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
called  for  a  very  high  grade  of  material  and  workmanship 
throughout. 

In  August,  1912,  although  late  in  the  season  for  begin- 
ning such  a  large  project,  the  contracts  were  signed  for 
piping  Shipherd  Hall  and  for  installing  the  underground 
system  between  the  boiler  house,  Mather  Hall,  the  Church, 
the  Library,  the  Chapel,  and  Shipherd  Hall.  This  work  was 
let  to  the  General  Fire  Extinguisher  Company,  one  of  the 
largest  companies  doing  this  kind  of  work  in  the  United 
States.  The  piping  of  Shipherd  was  completed  in  Septem- 
ber, just  in  time  to  allow  the  young  ladies  to  occupy  the 
Hall.  The  underground  work  was  completed  about  Thanks- 
giving time. 

UNDERGROUND  PIPES. 

The  heating  pipes  running  out  of  the  power  house 
are  ten  inches  in  diameter.  At  the  library  this  drops 
to  eight  inches,  and  at  the  chapel  corner  it  drops  to  six 
inches,  this  being  the  size  that  is  carried  on  to  Shipherd. 
All  of  the  pipes  underground  are  encased  in  pine  wood 
jacketing  four  inches  thick,  built  up  in  sections,  covered 
with  a  coat  of  tar  and  paint  and  lined  with  tin.  This  wood 
log  insulation  is  very  highly  regarded  and  will  prove  a 
great  saver  of  heat.  Manholes  are  located  opposite  the 
church,  library,  chapel  and  Shipherd.  At  these  points  slip 
joints  are  installed  to  take  care  of  the  expansion  of  the  pipes 
due  to  changes  of  temperature. 


